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However, this much was not known in 1922
when the preparations were being made. Then
no man had ascended higher than 24,600 feet.
To many scientific men it seemed impossible that
the summit would ever be attained without some
adventitious aid. And many mountaineers, and
among the new members of the Expedition, notably
Finch, were in favour of its use. If you want to
make certain of reaching the summit, use oxygen,
they said. And when Somervell made a very
powerful and persuasive appeal for its use the
Committee finally and unanimously agreed.
Yet it was a hesitating agreement. And it
may be doubted whether it was a wise one. Be-
yond one or two members the Expedition as a
whole was never thoroughly keen on its use. The
apparatus was heavy and unwieldy ; and Somer-
vell himself did not use it. And unless there
were real faith in it oxygen was not likely to be
successful.
The consideration that weighed most with the
Committeee was that an oxygen pair might be
able to pioneer the way for a non-oxygen pair.
It might be easier to get to 26,000, 27,000 feet or
whatever was the altitude aimed at irith oxygen ;
and then the way having once been trodden others
would follow more readily. In actual practice it
turned out the other way round in every instance.
Always it was the non-oxygen men who led the
way.
There is such a thing as being too much depen-